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“The neighborhood library campaign is
about far more than the buildings,

of the millions of people who will use them,
throughout the decades to come.”

Susan Hildreth

San Francisco City Librarian




ITS TIME TO RENEW.
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The very first branch of the San Francisco Public Library opened in 1888, and the stirring
vision behind that original neighborhood library continues to inspire. That vision is to bring
the benefits of literacy and the joys of reading directly to the people, sustaining and enriching
the unique communities where they live, work, and raise their families.

Today, San Francisco’s neighborhood libraries serve nearly six million visitors
annually, yet half of these branches are more than 50 years old. Most have not been upgraded
since they were built. Fifteen libraries have dangerously high seismic hazard ratings. Many are
inaccessible to people with disabilities. Equipment is antiquated. To put it plainly, they are in
urgent need of renewal.

The word renew, Webster's tells us, “implies so extensive a remaking that what
had hecome faded or worn now seems like new.” That is precisely the objective of the
Neighborhood Library Campaign, a $132 million initiative—including $16 million to be
raised through private funding—that will enable all of our branch facilities to meet the
complex and growing demands of the 21st century.

Led by the Friends of the San Francisco Public Library, this campaign seeks to
renovate, modernize, and expand 24 of our branches, and to invigorate their
neighborhoods. As with our wonderful Main Library, and the Chinatown, Mission and
Ocean View facilities, these renewed neighborhood libraries will symbolize the commitment
to excellence that is the very spirit of San Francisco.






